Acorn Curricular Letter
Spring 12025
If you go down to the woods...

Dear Parents and Guardians,

Welcome bhack! I hope you have all hod a relaxing and enjoyohle Christmas hreak,
and may I wish you a very Haoppy New Year.

After oll the excitement of the Christmas oactivities, it is good to return to ouwr
familioar routines! I aom sure everyone who watched the Christmaos performance
will agree thot the children were little stors and o reoal credit to the school.

Both staff and children are Looking forward to whot promises to bhe o busy oand
exciting Spring half term. This curriculum newsletter will outline the units and
areas of Llearning bheing covered during this time. ALl the children in Acorn Class
will be learning the same topics, while working towards the specific year group
expectations for Reception, Yeor 1 and Year 2. Owr topic this half term is called “If
you go down to the woods”, and many of owr activities will be linked to this
theme.

Reading hooks should he sent into school each day. Children will he given the
opportunity to change their hooks regularly, ond we aim to read with them
severol times o week. We strongly encouroge children to read at home daoily, os
this has a significant impact on their progress ond confidence.

Children are encouraged to bring o drinks bhottle to school each day, filled with
water. Please note that school policy is woter only, in Line with Change for Life
initiotives.

Packed lunches should be hrouwght in either a disposahle carrier bog or a small
lunch bog or box that can be easily cleaned.

ALl PE kits and items of school uniform must be clearly lahelled so thot any lLost
items can he returned to youw promptly.

Thank youw once ogain for your continuwed suwpport. The relationship between
school, parent and child has never heen more important, and by continuwing to
Work together we can ensure that every child has an exciting, enjoyable, and
memorahble half term.1f youw need any support, assistance, or guidance, please d.o
not hesitate tosend me a message via Closs Dojo or come see me at the door.

Many thanks,
Siohhan Mackenzie
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TOPIC
In History they will he challenged ‘Has there always heen a school on Mossy
Lea?_and thinking about changes in Living memory. We will investigaote Living
things and their environment as we ask 'Would a mowse eat o bear?.In this wnit
children will learn ahout a voriety of hobitats and the plants and animals
that Live there. They'll learn the difference between things that are Living, dead
and things that have never heen alive, and apply this in o range of contexts.
They moke ohservations of a local hahitat and the creatures that live there,
investigaoting conditions in local microhahbhitats and how they affect the
minibheasts found within them.This unit allows children to research o ronge of
glohal hohitats and how the Living are swited to their environments, and also
provides an introduction to the idea of dependency hetween plant and animal
species. As with the start of all owr topics, we will discuss it with the children
to find out what they already know and what they want to find out. Please take
some time to tolk to your children about the topics, read hooks and stories,
watch progrommes and think of some questions they con explore in closs.

MATHS \

Yeor1will begin the half term with a unit.on Place Value (within 50) -
representing numhers to 50, one more and one less and comparing numhers
within 50. We will explore wnits of meoasurements on Mass and Capacity. We will
recap owr work on Money from Last half term and then finish with two units on
Multiplicaotion and Division.

Year 2 will begin the half term with a unit.on Place Value (wp to 100) - including
rouwnding to the nearest10. We will then have smaoller units of Mass and Geometry.
We will finish with two wnits on Addition and Subtroction and then

\Multiplj.,c,a,tinn and Division. /

LITERACY

Writing

Ouwr first Literacy unit is Fairy Toales with o Twist. During this topic we will
read, enjoy and analyse a whole range of traditional fairy toles and fairy
tales with a twist. We will answer questions, give opinions ahouwt the stories,
discuss the choracters thoughts and feelings and make predictions. Acorns
will then use subhordination for time and explore adding suffixes to words to
create adjectives. We will continue to proctise using full stops and copital
letters and extend our sentences using oand, but, so, or, hecaowse.

Reading

Acorn class will continue to develop their reading skills in English and Guided
Reading. This will include word reading and understanding the text. To
consolidate and develop your child's reading it is important thaot they read
and discuss hooks on a regular hosis at home. Discuss the vocabulary with
them. For example, a story mentions a ‘Little old Lady' and the Line ‘titchy and
teeny house', ask youwr child ‘can youw find me two words which mean small?
Children shouwld continue to read alowd to an adult as much as possible. In
Year 1, the hooks are closely linked to their phonics learning. From Year 2, they
should focus on reading for meaning - guestions such as ‘What do youw think ...
will do next? ‘What couwld happen here? ‘Why is ... hehaving like that? will help
children to develop their higher order reading skills. Please send in Reading
books and records every daoy.




Homew.ork

Following youwr feedback, we have made some changes to the
homework menu to moke it simpler to follow, with fewer tosks
overall and o balance of online and procticol activities.

The ‘Main Course' is to he completed weekly and includes:

e Reading three times o week
e Completing the spelling sheet
e lLearning spelling words for the weekly test

Praoctising times tohles on Times Tahle Rockstars (Oak Class) or
Numhots (Acorn Class)

In addition, children showld choose ot least one activity pLrom
the ‘Storter’ and one from the ‘Dessert’, to he completed by the
homework hand-in date.

Homew.ork can he wplooded toSeesamw, completed in the homework
book, or o comhbhination of hoth — whichever works hest for you
and youwr child.

The children hove heen introduced to the new menu .and
understand how it works, as well os the expectations. While
homework is not stotutory for primaoary-aged children ond no
consequences will he issued if it is not completed, we do
strongly encourage participation. Homework helps to reinforce
learning, buwild independence and responsihility, and develop
positive hahits thaot support progress in the classroom.

To celebrote effort, raffle tickets will he issued for each piece of
homework completed, with prizes drawn regulorly as o reword
for engagement and perseverance.

Thank youw agaoin for your.ongoing support.Please donot hesitote
to get in touch if youw have any guestions.

Monday, 9" February
Moany parents ask if they can help with activities oand projects
such os this and the answer is most definitely o resounding
‘yes'! There is nothing more motivating for o child thon an
interested adult. The Homew.ork menu hos heen sent home.
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If you go down to the woods - History Driver

care Jor the planet.

English Maths

Red Rose Maths
What if the bi Reception Year1 Year 2
bad,
wolf wasn't realliyiWeek 1 - Unit 10 Place Value (Unit 11 Place Value
bad? Counting, compari
Troditional tales  |ng and ordering  |Unit 11 Mass Unit 12 Mass and,
with o twist Week 2 & 3 - Volume and,

Numbers to 20 Unit 12 Capacity
How dowetell |Week 4 - Measures2-D and 3-D Shape
others what (length, mass and, Unit 13 Addition
happened here in (capacity) Unit 13 Counting  |and
the past? Week 5 - Money |and Money Subtruction
Non chronological [Week 6 -
report on the local [Shape, sorting and|Unit 14 Unit 14 Money
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Unit 15
Unit 15 Division Multiplication and
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Art
Are hills easy to  |How might beliefs
paint? ahout creation affect

the way people treat
Topic: Local the world?
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Religion: Islam
ydaﬂomr Zak
Last God as creator,

Would a mouse eat a bear?

Topic: Living things and their habitats

1.

Can I explore and compare the differences hetween
Can I identify and name a voriety of plants and
animals in their habitats, by mapping a hahbitat
and identifying its inhahbitants?

Can I identify and name a voriety of plants and
animals in their habitats, including microhahitats
by identifying minibeasts in microhahbitats?

and the animals that live in them?

e

Has there alwuays heen a school

on Mossy Lea Roud?

Topic: Local Study,

1.
2.

3.

Has there always heen a

school on Mossy, Lea

Roud?

How has popular music

changed, over the last 60

years?

How has popular music

changed, over the last 60
?

years?

How has food changed in
the last 60 years?

How

the food and drink that
we eat?




