
Monday, 13th April  2026 XIII.IV. MMXXVI 

MOSSY LEA MESSENGER 

 

 Weekly Highlights at Mighty Mossy  

Welcome back to the Summer Term at Mighty Mossy! We have an exciting term ahead and it’s been a fan-
tastic start across the school. 
 

 Acorn Class  
We’ve launched our new topic on rainforests! The children have been exploring where rainforests are locat-
ed around the world and have started reading *The Great Kapok Tree*. They’ve already impressed us with 
their thoughtful questions and curiosity about this fascinating environment. 
 

Oak Class Highlights 
Oak Class have begun their English unit on *Macbeth* in preparation for their upcoming drama workshop at 
The Lowry next week. In Computing, they’ve started learning how to create Stop Motion Animation, showing 
great creativity so far. In PE, alongside Chorley SSP, they’ve kicked off a new half-term focus on rounders. 
 
We’re looking forward to all the learning, creativity, and fun this term will bring! 
 
 

 



Concentration Toys (Fidgets) 

 

A quick clarification. What are often referred to as fidget toys are, more accurate-

ly, concentration tools, and when used appropriately, they can for a minority of chil-

dren,  support focus. 

However, we are increasingly seeing these sent into school without discussion, and in 

many cases they are becoming toys rather than tools, having the opposite effect to what 

is intended, and creating " one upmanship!" 

As with all provision, where a concentration tool is appropriate, it will be identified by 

school or more likely a specialist teacher, discussed with parents, and provided in a way 

that supports learning. 

We ask that families don’t send these in from home without prior agreement. 

Before you read the following letter, I wanted to offer a little context. 

You may have seen in the news, or heard locally, that some schools are receiving in-

spection reports that look very different from what parents have been used to in the past. 

In some cases, schools previously seen as strong are now being presented in a way that 

can feel, at first glance, less positive. 

This isn’t always a simple reflection of a decline in standards. 

The inspection system itself has changed. Quite significantly. 

I’m sharing the letter below from the Director of Education to help make sense of that 

change, and to support a broader understanding across our communities. It’s important, 

particularly at the moment, that we avoid quick conclusions based on headlines or com-

parisons with the old system. 

I’ll be candid: inspection will always bring pressure, and it doesn’t always capture the full 

story of a school - the context, the journey, or the daily work that goes on behind the 

scenes. But it is part of the system we work within, and it’s important we understand it 

properly. 

So this isn’t about Mossy Lea specifically - I don’t think we're due an inspection just 

yet,  it’s about standing alongside schools, staff and communities, recognising the com-

plexity of what inspection now looks like, and responding with fairness, perspective and 

a bit of humility, and, as is my personality to bat for people who may be having it unfairly 

tough.  

The following letter, from our LA, explains it far better than I can... 



Send to:  Email: Aby.Hardy@lancashire.gov.uk:      Date: 16 April 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am writing to tell you about some important changes to the way schools in England are inspected by Ofsted. I 

also want to explain what this may mean for you and your child’s school. From November 2025, Ofsted started 

using a new way to inspect schools. This is different from what many parents are used to, so it is important to un-

derstand how inspection results now work. 

What has changed? 

In the past, schools were given one overall judgement, such as good or outstanding. These single word judge-

ments are no longer used. 

Instead, schools now receive a report card. This shows how a school is doing in different areas, such as: 

Leadership, teaching, inclusion, attendance, behaviour, wellbeing  

Each area is checked against what Ofsted expects schools to achieve across the country. This gives more detail 

about what a school does well and where it needs to improve. However, it can take a bit more time to understand 

at first. 

What this means for parents 

The new inspection results are not the same as the old Ofsted grades. If a school does not meet the expected 

standard in one or more areas, this does not mean it is the same as being judged inadequate in the past. The sys-

tems are different and should not be compared. 

Some schools work in very challenging situations. For example, they may support children and families who face 

many difficulties. Even when staff work very hard and make a real difference every day, it can be harder to meet 

national targets. The inspection does not always show the full picture of a school or the progress it is making over 

time. 

For this reason, we encourage parents to read the full inspection report, not just the headlines or grades. The writ-

ten sections explain what inspectors saw and give important detail. 

We also encourage you to think about what you already know about your child’s school. This includes how your 

child feels about school, how well they are supported, and the progress they are making. 

Our support for schools 

Schools across Lancashire are full of staff who care deeply about the children they work with. The new inspection 

system has added extra pressure for school leaders and staff, and we know this can affect wellbeing. 

As a local authority, we visit schools regularly and work closely with headteachers and governors. We see the 

hard work, care and commitment that goes on every day, often in very difficult circumstances. 

We remain fully committed to supporting schools, supporting staff, and working with families to help children and 

young people do as well as they can. 

In summary:  If your child’s school is inspected under the new system, the results may look different from what 

you have seen before. This does not reduce the care, effort or dedication of school staff, or the quality of educa-

tion and support children receive. 

Your trust, understanding and continued involvement with your child’s school are very important. By working to-

gether, inspection information can be used in a fair and helpful way that supports children’s learning and wellbe-

ing. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter and for your continued support of Lancashire’s schools. 

mailto:Aby.Hardy@lancashire.gov.uk


Year 2 Bibby’s Farm Meeting 

On Tuesday, 5th May all Year 2 children and parents are invited to attend a 
meeting at Bibby’s Farm. This will take place between 6:00pm and 7:15pm. 

 (Back Lane, Heath Charnock, Chorley PR6 9DL) 

 It is an opportunity for the children to 
visit the site, see where they are sleep-
ing etc, whilst the parents hear about 
the activities and events that will take 
place. It will also be a good opportunity 
to ask any questions.   

 

Weekly Awards  

 

 

Junk Modelling Club 

Please send into school any clean card-
board boxes, tubes, containers etc for our 

junk modelling club.  

Thank you!  

 

Diary Dates 

 April 

23rd Trip to The Lowry 

Attendance Update 




